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Safe Routes to Parks: 
Terre Haute and
Indianapolis
Safe Routes to Parks: 
Dewey Park and 
West Terre Haute
• The Action Framework was 
created by NRPA and the Safe 
Routes to School National 
Partnership
• The Action Framework is a short 
“how-to” guide to implement Safe 
Routes to Parks Strategies
• NRPA funded ten pilot 
communities (Terre Haute was 
one)
Safe Routes to Parks
Action Framework 
• Engage with community 
organizations and community 
members during all stages of the 
process
– Partner Coalition: Work with an 
existing or new coalition of 
community partners
– Community Collaboration: 
Engage with community members 
that live in the project focus area
Safe Routes to Parks
Action Framework 
• Assess community priorities based on data and 
community input
– Identify a park, neighborhood or system-wide 
focus
– Conduct mapping and data analysis of the study 
area to identify assets and barriers to park access
– Conduct an on-site audit of walkability, 
accessibility and existing park conditions
– Focus on a maximum of ½ mile waking radius from 
the park
– Analyze current financial and staffing resources
– If it’s system-wide, understand the context of each 
park
Safe Routes to Parks
Action Framework
• Plan for goals, specific actions 
and policy changes while 
integrating into existing plans
– Use a workshop process to 
identify goals and actions
– Create an action plan
– Incorporate new priorities into 
existing plans
– Identify new policy changes 
that are necessary
Safe Routes to Parks
Action Framework
• Implement action 
plans and ensure 
they are based on 
best practices




Safe Routes to Parks
Action Framework
• Sustain efforts that are 
integrated into agency 
functions with positive results
– Develop a sustainable 
financing model
– Include action items into 
partner’s system-wide 
planning and policy
– Measure the results and 
impact
Safe Routes to Parks
Action Framework  
• The on-line Resource Guide is 
intended to support the Action 
Framework efforts











1. Make places for people, not just cars.
2. Create destinations and a sense of place.
3. Provide connections to nature.
4. Be authentic.
5. Encourage diversity and variety.
Source-AARP and Dan Burden
5 Ways to Improve Walkability

















• Feeling of safety
Image: Seattle Department of Transportation
Walk Audits
• Along the corridor
– Sidewalk or paved 
path
• One or both sides
• Continuous
• Width





– Distance between 
crossings
Walk Audits
• At the intersection
– Number of lanes
• Median
– Traffic signal






– Timing for 
the crossing
Walk Audits











• Benches and places to rest
• Water fountains & restrooms
• Graffiti
• Vacant & rundown buildings
• Trash/litter
Walk Audits
Safe Routes to Parks: PILOT SITE - DEWEY 
POINT
Vigo County Parks and Recreation Department
• No sidewalks on either 
side of E. National
• No safe way to cross 
to the park
• No lighting
• No bike racks
Dewey Point
• Has continuous sidewalk on both 
sides
• Generally good repair
• Has grass buffer
• Many driveway/intersection 
interruptions
• Some textured ramps
• Has trees, landscaping, benches
• Generally free of trash, graffiti, 
vacant buildings
• Long distances between 
crossings
National Avenue Corridor West Terre Haute
• No street lights 
• No transit service
• Abundance of litter, 
trash and roadkill
• Nice views to the 
wetlands 
• People DO 
walk and bike 
“The Grade”
• Four travel lanes with no 
central turn lane 
• Shoulders - 12” - 16” 
wide
– Steel guardrail 
– Barrier fence (to 
prevent turtles from 
crossing)
• No designated 
pedestrian crossings
• Limited visibility at curve
“The Grade”
• The walk audit helped to 
make the case for the trail 
connecting to Dewey Park
• The Trail Includes:
– Overlooks
– 12’ protected bike and 
pedestrian path
– Connection of Terre Haute 
and West Terre Haute
– Precast concrete on a steel 
frame with concrete pilings
– CMAQ funding as part of 
US Bike Route 50
Success!   $8.7 Million Trail
Tribune Star




• Why Plan for Safe Routes to Parks?
• Safe Routes to Parks: Activating Communities 
Program Overview
– Safe and Equitable Access to Parks
– Using the Action Framework
• Using the Pedestrian Safety Zones
• Partnerships for this project
– Early Action Items
• Equity Training and Workshop






– 1 Early Action Item
– Action Plan Document
• Technical Assistance, Training, 
and Peer Learning 
• Site Visit










– Marion County Public Health Department
• Mapped Data 
– Indiana Criminal Justice Institute
• Held Pedestrian Safety Action Plan Training
• 2015
– Received funding to identify and 







YMCA, DOI, and AMERICAN 
EXPRESS COLLABORATION
INITIATIVE GOALS
35 |CEO Forum | ©2015 YMCA of the USA
•Develop outdoor recreation partnerships in 50 cities 
to create systemic opportunities for outdoor play for 
more than 10 million young peoplePLAY
•Provide educational opportunities to at least 10 
million of the nation’s K-12 student population 
annuallyLEARN
•Engage 1 million volunteers annually on public 
lands, effectively tripling the current volunteer 
numbers. SERVE
•DOI will provide 100,000 work and training 
opportunities to young people and veterans within 















Incorporating Equity into the Safe Routes 
to Parks Action Framework
Activating Communities
Community Engagement Spectrum 




Voting on Action Plan Priorities
Final Steps
• Completed Action Plan and 
submitted to Safe Routes National 
Partnership
• Implementation Item: purchase yield 
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